	DataMajor - Quick Reference Guide


Ad-Hoc Queries

A menu driven set of options to allow you to run almost any basic query.

	Ad-Hoc Menu - Date Options

	· To search all the records just leave both the date boxes empty. 

· To search a specific range fills in both dates. 

· To search from a specific point onwards - fill in the 1st date but leave the 2nd blank. 

· To run the report for a specific period e.g. the last xx days/months/years 

Leave the 1st date BLANK and enter the interval in the 2nd e.g. 

30 days 

In the last 30 days 

45 days 

In the last 45 days 

4 months 

In the last 4 months 

1 year 

In the last year 

2.5 years 

In the last two and half years 

You can enter any number followed by Days, Months or Years. 


	Ad-Hoc Menu - Restrict By

	This allows you to limit the report using other fields in the Animal, Client or Clinical tables. There are two options:

· A '?' will bring up some of the 'common' options for you - fill in as needed.

· Enter the field details manually e.g.
SurgeryDone = 4 for all work done at surgery 4. 
To see a full list of the fields you can either press the function key F1 or look at Appendix 1 in the on-line manual.


	
Ad-Hoc Menu - Clinical Text Contains

	Scans clinical records and 'looks' for text on the clinical lines.

This uses 'Regular Expressions' (explained over-leaf).

· The basic form is plain text e.g. 'Synulox' to look for just Synulox.

· To look for either Synulox OR Stronghold you would enter Synulox|stronghold - case does NOT matter.

The results will be output in transaction date order.


	Export to a Spreadsheet

	To load the results into a spreadsheet e.g. Microsoft Excel. Run the Ad-Hoc report as normal, select the 'File' option. Then use:
Reports Menu -> Windows Export Files -> Scan
select 'save.csv' - manipulate as required.





	
Search for Analysis Code/Group

	Analysis Codes:

· To search a range, enter the start in the 1st box and end in the 2nd box. 

· To search for a specific code fill in the 1st box, leave box 2 blank. 

Analysis Groups:

· Leave the 1st analysis code box blank and enter the group required in the 2nd.

Tip: In both cases, if you enter a '?' a pop-up box will appear with all the Analysis codes (or groups) currently on the system.

User(s) who did the work:

· To limit the report to a specific user, enter their ID.

· To look at a Group of users enter the group name.

Tip: As with analysis codes, enter a '?' for a list of current users and groups.


	Search for Analysis Code/Group
Group By

	The Group by option allows the data to be presented in different forms.

Nothing

No grouping is carried out. The full line is shown along with client details if selected.

Date

This presents the results grouped by date. This option has a sub-menu allowing you to elect the granularity of the dates. The sub-groups are:

Month/Year

Shows Month and Year in separate columns

Year

Just the year

Quarter

The calendar quarter

Month

The month e.g. March, April etc.

Week

The week number (0-52)

Day

The Day (as a number)

Weekday

The day as a name e.g. Friday

Hour

The hour of the day. E.g. 7 for 7am

Analysis

Grouped by analysis code

User

Grouped by User and date

Group

The Analysis Group the work was entered under.

Sub-Group

This groups 1st by analysis group then by analysis code.




Regular Expressions

A regular expression is a powerful way of specifying a pattern for a complex search. The simplest regular expression is one that has no special characters in it. For example, the regular expression canine matches canine and nothing else.

Non-trivial regular expressions use certain special constructs so that they can match more than one string. For example, the regular expression canine|feline matches either the string canine or the string feline. 

Data Major uses these regular expression in most places you can enter details. The full list is given below, only some will have actual examples.

	Regular Expressions

	^
	Match the beginning of a string.
	^Canine
	The text STARTS with the word canine

	$
	Match the end of a string.
	Terrier$
	The text ENDS with the phrase terrier

	de|abc
	Match either of the sequences de or abc.
	Canine|Feline
	Matches EITHER the text Canine OR Feline

	.
	Match any character 

	a*
	Match any sequence of zero or more a characters.

	a+
	Match any sequence of one or more a characters.

	a?
	Match either zero or one a character.

	(abc)*
	Match zero or more instances of the sequence abc.

	[a-dX]

[^a-dX] 
	Matches any character that is (or is not, if ^ is used) either a, b, c, d or X. A - character between two other characters forms a range that matches all characters from the first character to the second. For example, [0-9] matches any decimal digit. 

	To use a literal instance of a special character in a regular expression, precede it by two backslash (\) characters. For example, to match the string 1+2 that contains the special + character, 1\\+2


	Ad-Hoc - Full text Searching

	The full text search can handle 'Boolean Searches' - this just means you have much more control over what is searched for when compared with the basic 'Clinical Text Contain' option.

The basic Full Text Search looks for ANY occurrence of the words you enter and will return a 'score' based on what it found. e.g. searching for 'Synulox tabs' look for lines where either word is present. The higher the 'score' the better the match.

The other option is the 'Boolean' mode - the system will switch into this mode automatically if any of the following characters are entered ~()<>-+*"  in the search criteria. 
Some examples when in Boolean mode

+Synulox -tabs

Look for lines where Synulox IS present but tabs is NOT
+Synulox +tabs

Both words MUST be present but not necessary adjacent to each other.
"Synulox Tabs"
The text 'Synulox space Tabs' must be found
Synulo*

Any lines with the word starting Synulo something. The * must appear AFTER the text.

+Synulox +(>Inject <tabs)

Find lines that contain the words 'Synulox' and 'Inject’, or `Tabs’ and 'Synulox' (in any order), but rank `Inject Synulox’ higher than 'Synulox Tabs' 



	The other Boolean option are listed here for reference, no examples will be given.

	()
	Parentheses are used to group words into sub expressions. Parenthesized groups can be nested.

	~
	A leading tilde acts as a negation operator, causing the word's contribution to the row relevance to be negative. It's useful for marking noise words. A row that contains such a word will be rated lower than others, but will not be excluded altogether, as it would be with the - operator. 


	Script Options

	Within any scripts you write or change there are a few options you can use to ask questions and change the output format.

	## 
	Comments will be displayed on screen allowing you to document what the script does, a single octothorpe (#) is an invisible comment

	!! Ask a question  -e.g. !!Enter the species required!!
Within the question you can use the following:
	The following can appear anywhere in the script and will force certain options on.

	!
	If the LAST character of the question is an '!', then the user cannot just press return to ignore the question.
	MailTo:
	Forces the report to go via e-mail to the address specified e.g. MailTo: user@xyz

	"
	If the 1st character is quotes ("), the system will add quotes around each entry - suitable for the 'in' syntax.
	FileIt:
	Forces the results out to a CVS file

	DATE
	A date is expected. It will be converted to SQL format e.g YYYYMMDD 
	Landscape
	Forces report to print in Landscape mode

	DAYS
	Limit the answer to 9 characters.
	Per_Page
	Forces one page per client (1st field)

	HH:MM
	Will be treated as time, system will pad what is entered to get a valid time.
	SET UPDATE 
	Updates the tables AND premvet. See the on-line manual for a full list of the options.

	MM.YY
	Enter the month.year, the system will convert to SQL format and add 01 as the days.
	
	


